
 

 

Welcome everyone to a new school year. We hope your school holidays were 
refreshing and that you are all ready to tackle the exciting year ahead. 
We welcome back Renee Fletcher from maternity leave. It is great to have Renee 
back on board, and she will be working in the Education role with QMDC on a part 
time basis from the Toowoomba office. Thanks to Sandy Robertson for filling in for 
Renee whilst she was away. Great work, Sandy! 
More changes are also at hand in the Education team, with Pippa Bagshaw moving 
to a new role within QMDC. Pippa will now work as the Vegetation Technical Officer 
in the Goondiwindi office. If you have any queries you can still call or email Pip and 
she will be happy to help out. 
Have a fantastic Term One.  
QMDC Education Team 

 
Earth Smart Science in 2011  
QMDC, along with Lee Reushle from Amaroo EEC, have engaged a good number of 
Primary and P-10 schools from across the Darling Downs and South-West Queensland 
in the Earth Smart Science program in 2011.  
In 2010 there were some fantastic opportunities for schools involved in the program, 
with amazing student engagement  and great hands-on learning, as well as reductions 
in energy and water bills. 
If you think your school would like to be involved in this very positive initiative, please 
contact Renee in the Toowoomba office on 07 46376 224 or at reneef@qmdc.org.au. 
Not only will your school save money on energy and water bills, there is also access to 
great resources and experts in the field, as well as support through school visits and 
online tools. There are also opportunities to network with teachers in similar situations to 
you to share ideas and resources. 
 
To read more about the ESS program visit the QMDC website or go to the Queensland 
Sustainable Schools website at 
www.sustainableschools.qld.edu.au/. 

  
Earth Smart Science School 
Celebrations  
 

Many Earth Smart Science schools across 
the Darling Downs and South West region 
celebrated their achievements in 
sustainability by holding Celebration days in 
term 4 last year. 
Schools often invited community members to 
come along and see what had been 
happening in the school. Students gave 
presentations on energy saving ideas, showed off the vegetables they had grown and 
planted trees to mark the occasion. 
Surat SS invited presenters from Waterwise, the Cotton CRC and Queensland Museum 
to help make their day a success, whilst Yelarbon SS students gave presentations to 
over 40 community members and asked their guests to follow a ótreasure huntô around 
their school grounds so the guests could have a go at making paper bricks and planting 
trees. 
We thank all schools who were involved in the Earth Smart Science program in 
2010 and look forward to the opportunities that 2011 brings. 
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ñThe future is not 

some place we 

are going but one 

we are creating. 

The paths to it are 

not  found but 

made and the 

activity of making 

them changes 

both the maker 

and the  

destination.ò - 

Peter Ellyard  

http://www.qmdc.org.au/education-program.html
http://www.sustainableschools.qld.edu.au/
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Habitat Investigation field day  
The Habitat Investigation Program guides students 
through an investigation of the habitat values of a 
patch of remnant vegetation. The program includes 
a field trip to Irongate Conservation Park where 
students examine ecological processes,  
biodiversity and various management options for 
the park under the guidance of technical staff. 
Teachers are provided with a detailed resource 
manual to guide student learning and students 
receive a workbook for the field trip. The field day 
will be held on 4 August and material sent to 
teachers at the start of Term Three. Registration closes on 25 June 2011.  
 
The Habitat Investigation Program fits into both the Senior Biology and Geography 
Syllabus. Throughout the program students will have the opportunity to practice and 
develop the following skills: 
¶ use appropriate techniques and equipment to collect primary data in the field, 
¶ handle specimens of living material responsibly and ethically, 
¶ record observations of biological specimens 
¶ utilise geographical skills such as interpreting maps, and 
¶ interpret data including tables, graphs, diagrams and photographs. 

 
For more information on both programs including registration details visit 
www.qmdc.org.au/education-program/field-trips.html or call Renee (4637 6224).   
 

World Environmental Education Congress  
 

Brisbane will host the 6th World Environmental Education Congress from the 19ð23 July 
2011. Held at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre, the Congress is expecting to 
attract up to 1000 delegates from across the world. It is being hosted by the Queensland 
Chapter of the Australian Association for Environmental Education (AAEE). 

The broad theme of the congress is Explore, Experience, Educate, and participants will 
have the opportunity to learn, encounter, share and debate new ways of thinking, feeling 
and doing, and to explore new trends in research and practice in environmental education.   

Registrations are now open. Full registration received bfore March 31, 2011 is $990, with 
day registration for early birds at $350. Prices increase after this date. Go http://
www.weec2011.org/Home.aspx for more information, programs and to register.  

 

 

 

 
 

If you would like to 
see a professional 
development work -
shop delivered in 
your area or on a 
particular topic 
please let QMDC 
know.  

QMDC Education Officer  
 
Renee Fletcher  
(Toowoomba) 
Ph. 4637 6224 
E: reneef@qmdc.org.au 
 
 

www.qmdc.org.au  

“I hear, and I 
forget. I  see, 
and I remember. 
I do, and I  
understand.”  
- a Chinese 
proverb. 

http://www.weec2011.org/Home.aspx
http://www.weec2011.org/Home.aspx
http://www.weec2011.org/Home.aspx
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Solar and Energy Efficiency Program for Queensland's State Schools  

The Queensland Government $60 million solar and energy efficiency program 
involves the installation of solar panels and other energy efficiency measures in all 
Queensland state schools and centres by the end of 2011. 

2Kw solar system will be installed in all state schools and outdoor and environmental 
education centres not already accessing solar power. Energy efficiency measures in 
state schools and centres include improved lighting technology to reduce electricity 
consumption. 

The project will also deliver reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and energy usage 
of at least 30 per cent, supporting the State's Strategic Energy Efficiency Policy. 
A key feature of the program will be new 'Smart meters' to measure energy being 
consumed by each school. This will enable all Queensland state school students to 
learn more about solar power and energy efficiency through the Solarschools.net 
website. 

An online unit of work called Fuelling our Futures is available for year 7 students 
focusing on the development of a whole School Environmental Management Plan 
(SEMP) with an emphasis on the energy component. 

Students are encouraged to measure a baseline of energy use, develop strategies to 
reduce energy consumption, implement their plan and evaluate its effectiveness. 

It can be accessed through Education Queensland's Learning Place. 

Useful resources  
 
LandLearn NSW  
 
LandLearn NSW is an initiative of the Industry & Investment NSW, NSW Farmers, and 
Royal Agricultural Society of NSW. 
The website features a range of information on primary industries, production chains 
and sustainability for both teachers and students. Current features include: 
¶ climate change and primary industries 
¶ an interactive map of NSW people and produce 
¶ interactive games for students, including ñfish ônô kidsò to teach students about fish 

and fishing. 
Whilst focused on NSW, this helpful online resource has up-to-date and relevant 
information to students from both urban and country areas. For more information, go to 
http://www.landlearnnsw.org.au/home.  
 
The Heat Is On  
 
This DVD is a toolkit to promote energy efficiency in schools. For more information, go 
to http://www.observhill-e.schools.nsw.edu.au/Site/The_Heat_is_On_DVD.html 
 
Sites2see  
 
This site has some useful inks to topics around sustainable Agriculture. It is put out by 
the NSW Department of Education and Training. For more information, go to http://
lrrpublic.cli.det.nsw.edu.au/lrrSecure/Sites/LRRView/8672/index.htm?Signature=%
2875b6bf92-aeaa-4f37-915d-42df3f4eb87c%29 
 
 
 

 

 

Learning 

Through 

Landcare 

 

http://education.qld.gov.au/facilities/solar/energy.html
http://www.solarschools.net/
http://education.qld.gov.au/learningplace/onlinelearning/courses/courses-fof.html
http://www.landlearnnsw.org.au/home
http://www.observhill-e.schools.nsw.edu.au/Site/The_Heat_is_On_DVD.html
http://lrrpublic.cli.det.nsw.edu.au/lrrSecure/Sites/LRRView/8672/index.htm?Signature=%2875b6bf92-aeaa-4f37-915d-42df3f4eb87c%29
http://lrrpublic.cli.det.nsw.edu.au/lrrSecure/Sites/LRRView/8672/index.htm?Signature=%2875b6bf92-aeaa-4f37-915d-42df3f4eb87c%29
http://lrrpublic.cli.det.nsw.edu.au/lrrSecure/Sites/LRRView/8672/index.htm?Signature=%2875b6bf92-aeaa-4f37-915d-42df3f4eb87c%29
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NRMA Community Help Grants  
  
NRMA Community Help Grants support programs that raise awareness and/or promote 
actions to combat climate change. Programs that focus on areas such as renewable 
energy and carbon reduction will also be considered. You can apply for a one-off grant of 
between $500 and $5000 (including GST). 

For more information, go to www.nrma.com.au . 

Green and Healthy Schools Awards  
 
Keep Australia Beautiful Queensland encourages and assists Green & Healthy Schools 
to maintain and improve the environmental and personal wellbeing of their schoolôs 
community.  
Registration is free and open to all Queensland schools. 
As a Green & Healthy School you receive a Teachers Resource Kit, free e-newsletter 
subscription, networking opportunities and you could win some great prizes.  
Award categories include: 
¶ the Queensland Health Fit and Active Award 
¶ Sita Resource Recovery Award 
¶ the Wriggley Companyôs Litter Prevention Award 
¶ the Greenest School Garden Award 
¶ the Low Carbon Diet Award 
 
For more information, and to register online, go to www.kabq.org.au. Registrations close 
Term 2, 2011. Check the website for up-to-date information. 
 

 

 
 
Funding Opportunities and Competitions (Update)  
 

Junior Landcare grants  

The closing date for this round of Junior Landcare grants is October 22nd. NB: 
There are NO Coles grants available this round, only Yates grants. 

Schools and youth groups can apply for grants of up to $1000 (ex GST) to under-
take School Environmental Management Plans (SEMP) or to undertake works iden-
tified in an earlier SEMP. 

Funds from the Yates SEMP grant can be used to improve the school environment 
and encourage life-long learning for sustainability. Projects range from developing a 
SEMP for the school or identifying and protecting significant natural assets, to imple-
menting actions from an existing SEMP - for example, carrying out energy, waste 
and water audits. 

For more information, go to http://www.juniorlandcare.com.au/Grants 

 

Building Rural Communities Fund  

The Building Rural Communities Fund will provide funding for rural community 
capacity building projects. The Darling Downs and South West region are includ-
ed in the Blueprint for the Bush regions, however the city of Toowoomba is ex-
cluded. Applications must be from Queensland-based organisations. The majority 
of Queensland not-for-profit community organisations are eligible to apply for a 
grant, either in their own right (if incorporated) or through a sponsor (if not incor-
porated). 

The second round of funding opens in February 2011. For more information click 
here.  

http://www.nrma.com.au/about-us/community/help-grants/index.shtml
http://www.kabq.org.au/Home.htm
http://www.juniorlandcare.com.au/Grants.htm
http://www.regions.qld.gov.au/dsdweb/v4/apps/web/content.cfm?id=16128
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Celebration days around the region 
were held at:  
  
 

Wallangarra S.S.  
 
 

Ballandean S.S.  
. 

 
Yelarbon S.S.  
 
 

Surat S.S.  
 
 
Yowah S.S. 
 
 
Bymount East S.S.  
 
 
Amiens S.S. 
 
 
Dirranbandi S.S.  
 
 
Teelba S.S 
 

Do you want to 

engage your 

students in fun, 

hands on 

sustainable 

education 

activities?  

There are a number 

of tools available 

through the QMDC 

library to help you to 

identify areas for 

energy savings. 

 

Water Quality 

monitoring kit  

This kit included pH 

meters, EC meters, a 

turbidity tube and 

instructions. Students 

can also catch and 

identify 

macroinvertibrates 

(water bugs) using 

the kit. 

 

Energy audit kit  

This kit included a lux 

meter and a 

powermate to help 

record light levels 

and electricity use 

around the school. 

 

Water: Learn It For 

Life  

This great DERM 

resource is available 

on CD. QMDC has a 

number of CDs 

available for schools 

to have. 
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We want to hear from you!  
 
Have your students produced some artwork 
relating to a school sustainability project or 
have they composed an interesting short story 
or poem they would like to share?  
The Landcare Link Newsletter would love to  
feature inspirational pieces from students across 
the region. 
We are also interested to receive information from 
teachers on the projects and learning activities 
being undertaken.  
Students that contribute work will receive an  
encouragement prize for their efforts! 
Send your contributions to renee@qmdc.org.au. 

 
 

January International Year of the Forests 

January 26 Australia Day 

February 6  World Wetlands Day 

February 17 & 18 ñIntroduction to Earth Smart Scienceò PDðToowoomba 

  

March 4 Clean Up Schools Day 

March 6 Clean Up Australia Day 

March 22 World Water Day 

April 15 Last day of Term 1 

April 22 Earth Day 

  

  

  

  

Events Calendar  

http://www.un.org/en/events/iyof2011/
http://www.environment.gov.au/water/topics/wetlands/world-wetlands-day/index.html
http://www.cleanup.org.au/au/
http://www.worldwaterday.org/
http://www.earthday.org/

