
Weeds and Pest Animals  

The activities of the Weeds and Pest 

Animals programme aim to provide regional 

coordination and planning, support 

research and develop extension resources 

to prevent or reduce the impact of weeds 

and pest animals on: 

* the environment and biodiversity; 

* the economy, particularly agricultural 

industries, and in some cases; 

* society through health, disease, 

poisoning and allergies. 

Key threats to the assets of the 
region from weed and pest 
animals  

The management of weeds and pest 

animals is directed by the extent of the 

threat they pose to the assets of the region; 

i.e. soil and aquatic health, native 

vegetation and biodiversity, human health 

and production values. 

In 2006 QMDC commissioned the AEC 

Group to develop a transparent and 

repeatable weed and pest animal 

prioritisation framework. During the 

development process, 768 weed species 

and 24 pest animal species were identified 

as either within or surrounding the Maranoa

-Balonne and Border Rivers catchments. 

A series of stakeholder meetings and 

workshops was subsequently held  

involving Biosecurity Queensland, local 

government representatives, research 

bodies and landholders using the 

prioritisation process.  

The impact and extent of the threat posed 

by each species was analysed to produce a 

list of the top -ranking weed and pest 

animal species.  

As a result, a list of priority weeds and pest 

animals was developed for both 

catchments, and targets were set for each 

individual species. These lists have also 

informed the weed and pest animal target 

review process and will direct the focus for 

regional planning regarding weed and pest 

animal threats to the region. 

QMDC supports a number of projects that 

aim to manage weeds and pest animals by 

reducing their spread and impact on the 

environment. 

Activities and achievements  

This document summarises the range of 

achievements and activities conducted by 

QMDCôs Weeds and Feral Animals theme 

from January 2005 to June 2008 within the 

Maranoa-Balonne and Border Rivers 

catchments.  

These activities are guided by the targets 

contained in the Regional NRM Plan* and 

aim to address the key threats posed by 

weeds and pest animals to the assets of 

the region. 

Goal 1: Supporting stakeholders in 

developing and implementing coordinated 

weed and pest animal management plans 

through: 

* prevention  of new infestations being 

introduced to a new area; 

* eradication  of current infestations 

(where realistically possible); or 

* containment  to specific infestation 

areas and preventing any further 

spread. 

Goal 2: Raising awareness  within the 

community of the weed and pest animal 

threats in the Murray-Darling Basin and 

supporting research projects, as activities 

underpinning the implementation of on-

ground activities. 

It is assumed that activities which increase both QMDC organizational and community knowledge of 

the threats posed by weeds and pests to the assets of the region underpins the implementation of 

activities aimed at attainment of all Weeds and Pest Animal theme RCTs and MATs. (Specific MATs 

relating to research and raising community awareness are: 3, 4, 5, 6, 11 & 13).  
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*For more information regarding QMDCôs Resource Condition 

Targets (RCTs) and Management Action Targets (MATs), please 

refer to the Regional NRM Plan accessed via www.qmdc.org.au ñWorking togetherðhealthy 
landscapes, viable communitiesò 

 

For further information please contact: 

Toowoomba  07 4637 6200 

Goondiwindi 07 4671 7900 

Roma 07 4620 4600 

 
Produced by QMDC.  For further information, contact QMDC on 07 4637 6270 or visit www.qmdc.org.au.  
While every care is taken to ensure the accuracy of this information, QMDC accepts no liability for any external decisions 
or actions taken on the basis of this document.  É Copyright  Queensland Murray-Darling Committee  

The programmes through which 

QMDC aims to achieve these goals 

include:  

SUB-CATCHMENT PLANNING (SCP)  

Where landholders in 16 groups 

included weed or pest animal control 

measures as a component of their on-

ground works. 

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
INVESTMENT SCHEME (LGIS) 

Involving five regional local councils 

where specific weed species have 

been targeted for eradication or control. 

THE BLUEPRINT FOR THE BUSH  

A Queensland Government initiative 

whose funding supports the 

Goondiwindi Harrisia Cactus project, 

the coordinated feral animal control 

project and the public washdown 

facilities project. 

PARTHENIUM RAPID RESPONSE 

Agreements whereby QMDC provides 

a financial incentive to landholders to 

develop a strategy to eradicate new 

outbreaks of Parthenium. 

African Boxthorn (Lycium 

ferocissimum ) fruit. É QMDC 

From January 2005 to June 2008, 

QMDC conducted 20 awareness -

raising  and 50 training  events, 

including displays held at local rural 

shows, Carp Buster events and 

sessions held for sub -catchment 

planning groups. Over 1,600 

participants have gained a range of 

knowledge and skills on topics such as 

Mother of Millions, Lippia, Blackberry 

and vertebrate pest animal control 

measures. 

Carp Buster  

Ten Carp Buster events were held at 

locations including St George, Thallon, 

Goondiwindi, Dirranbandi and 

Mungindi and attracted over 2,000 

participants. These events raise 

awareness of the European Carpôs 

competition with native species, 

damage to aquatic plants and 

contribution to increased water 

turbidity.  

Native Fish Strategy  

QMDC also supports a component of 

the Native Fish Strategy in which the 

Snowy Mountain Engineering 

Corporation (SMEC) and CSIRO Land 

are utilizing two lagoons in the Border 

Rivers catchment covering about 63 

hectares. 

This project measures the benefits to 

the health of river ecosystems within the 

Murray-Darling Basin of various 

practical methods of carp control. 

Funding is provided by the Murray-

Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) and the 

project investigates: 

the degree to which carp numbers 

can be reduced using simple 
methods; 

environmental responses to carp 

removal; and 

the ability for local communities to 

use the same methods. 

Lippia Best Practice manual  

The project to develop a National 

Lippia Best Practice manual 

commenced in October 2007, with the 

National Lippia Working Group. The 

manual has been designed for use by 

landholders in a range of industries 

and locations. The manual presents 

best science to date about Lippia and 

includes a number of case studies from 

a diverse range of landholders already 

dealing with the weed. The manual is 

available online at www.qmdc.org.au/

projects/weeds-pest-management.html 

Research  

QMDC also supports research*  

projects which help us to improve our 

knowledge and understanding of the 

most effective methods of weed and 

pest animal prevention/control/

eradication methods. QMDC has 

worked in partnership with various 

agencies in research projects that 

investigated: 

The regeneration niche of invasive 

plants: ôManaging the Weed-

shaped holeô; 

The effects of molybdenum on 

Parthenium growth; 

The competitive ability of beneficial 

pasture species against 

Parthenium, specific to southern 

inland Queensland; 

Parthenium seed survival in various 

environments (such as the digestive 

system of ruminants); 

Sourcing biological control agents 

for Lippia (Phyla canescens); and 

Wild dog management within the 

Queensland barrier fence. 

Educational materials  

QMDC has developed, produced and 

distributed a range of educational 

materials including 35 weed and pest 

animal infestation maps for 

stakeholders within the QMDC 

management area. 

Additionally, a series of fact sheets on 

a range of weed and pest animal 

issues, including case studies, are 

available from the QMDC website at 

www.qmdc.org.au 

GOAL 2:  To support research and raise 

the awareness within the community of 

the weed and pest animal threats in the 

Murray -Darling Basin.  

Goondiwindi Carp 
Buster fishing series 
entrant. É QMDC 

Lippia (Phyla canescens), a 
floodplain weed - also known 
as Carpet Weed or Condamine 
Couch. É QMDC 
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*Research partners include: the University 
of Queensland, CSIRO, Queensland 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); 
NSW Department of Natural Resources, 
Queensland Primary Industries  (Robert 
Wick Pest Animal Research Centre), the 
Invasive Weeds CRC, the Invasive Animals 
CRC, the Tropical and Sub-tropical Weeds 
CRC, Australian Research Council and 
local  governments, the National 
Parthenium Weed Management, the Murray
-Darling Basin Lippia Working Group, South 
West NRM, Condamine Alliance and NSW 
Catchment Management Associations. 

http://www.qmdc.org.au


 

 

QMDC supports a variety of projects 

which aim to meet any or all components 

of this goal. 

In the period from January 2005 to June 

2008, QMDC supported 33 landholders in 

17 sub -catchment planning  groups to 

implement weed and pest animal control 

measures that have resulted in: 

17,187 hectares control/eradication 

measures of weeds including 

Parthenium, Mother of Millions, Lippia, 

Harrisia Cactus, Tree Pear, Tiger Pear, 

Prickly Pear, Mimosa Bush, African 

Boxthorn and African Love Grass; and 

349 hectares control/eradication 

measures of pest animal including 

rabbits, feral pigs, foxes and wild dogs. 

 

Targets addressed by this goal:  

RCT 1:The extent and impact of priority 

terrestrial and aquatic weeds and pests 

stabilized by 2015, and decreasing by 2025. 

Specific RCTs to be develop by 2007  

RCT 2: Reduce the incidence of recorded 

infestation of new weed and pest outbreaks. 

Specific RCTs to be develop by 2007. 

(Associated MATs: 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 & 10)  

Feral animal control  

A coordinated feral animal control 

project in partnership with Queensland 

Primary Industries and Fisheries (QPIF) 

aims to determine the extent of feral 

pig, cat and fox damage on production 

and biodiversity and the most effective 

combination of control methods. It is 

intended to build this project into a 

broad-scale control program with 

landholders. 

To June 2008,  75 properties within six 

landholders groups (shown on map 

opposite) were involved, covering 

303,304 hectares. 

Project activities include: 

coordinated control of feral pigs, 

cats and foxes across specific sites 

using a range of methods; 

monitoring of feral pig numbers 

through harvester (hunter)/

landholder surveys and by 

helicopter; 

determining the cost of feral pig 

damage to crop production; 

determining the effect that 

harvesters have on pig populations 

across specific sites; and 

monitoring of feral pig damage to 

the environment and biodiversity. 

Parthenium control  

Parthenium Rapid Response 

agreements with the Roma and Dalby 

regional council, whereby QMDC 

provides financial incentives to 

landholders who work with their local 

council, or Biosecurity Queensland, to 

develop a rapid response strategy to 

eradicate new outbreaks of 

Parthenium.  

A joint government and industry 

project to develop public washdown 

facilities , to help prevent weed seed 

spread . 

A key component of this project has 

been the establishment of four facilities 

across the top of the Queensland 

Murray-Darling Basin aimed at slowing 

the southerly spread of Parthenium. 

These facilities have been strategically 

selected from the assessment 

conducted by FSA Consulting and are 

expected to be located at Injun, 

Mitchell, Taroom and the Roma 

saleyards. 

Detailed engineering designs have 

been created for different vehicles with 

modular designs that can be 

constructed together or individually for 

heavy vehicle, B-double and header 

ramp and there are three designs for 

light vehicles. 

Investment Scheme (LGIS)  

Since 2005, the Local Government 

Investment Scheme (LGIS) has 

involved 135 private landholders and 

public land managers and five regional 

councils. Nine weed species including 

Parthenium, Mother of Millions, Harrisia 

cactus and African Boxthorn were 

targeted for eradication or control over  

229,143 hectares. The map shows the 

locations treated in both the Border 

Rivers and Maranoa-Balonne local 

government areas. As a result of the 

program, councils, along with other 

partners, are now working in a 

cooperative effort to develop a regional 

pest management plan. 

Fox (Vulpes vulpes) trapped 
near Moonie É QMDC 

Feral pig (Sus scrofa) É QMDC 

GOAL 1:  Prevention of new weed 

and pest animal infestations, 

eradication of current infestations, or 

containment to specific infestation 

and preventing any further spread.  

Feral cat with a pale -headed Rosella 
(Platycercus adscitus) É  QMDC 

Parthenium hysterophorus É QMDC 

Goondiwindi Harrisia Cactus  

The Goondiwindi Harrisia Cactus project 

is a joint undertaking between the 

Goondiwindi Regional Council, QMDC and 

Queensland Department of Main Roads. 

QMDCôs role is to coordinate landholders 

to minimise reinfestation. A total of 6,900 

hectares is being treated for Harrisia 

Cactus and Tree Pear on an ongoing basis 

along roads in the Moonie area. 

Aboriginal Rock Wells  

Another key project has been the 

restoration of the Weengallon Aboriginal 

Rock Wells on the Barwon Highway 

between Goondiwindi and St George. This 

is a joint effort between local Traditional 

Owners, QMDC and Queensland 

Department of Main Roads. 

A weed and pest animal management plan 

was developed to control weed growth 

around the site. Weeds in and around rock 

wells have been indentified, a spraying 

programme was commenced and the site 

is being monitored for weed re-growth. 

Nationally Accredited 

Competency Units  

To complement the support QMDC 

provides to landholders in the 

implementation of on-ground works, the 

organisation has also recently aligned 

nationally accredited competency units 

with the weeds and pest animal 

programme delivery. This programme will 

offer landholders the opportunity for formal 

recognition of their knowledge and skills 

and includes: 

a framework for the development of a 

Pest Management strategy for each 

sub-catchment planning group; 

Vertebrate Pest Management training , 

designed to educate stakeholders 

regarding the importance of coordinated 

district-wide control and the tools and 

techniques of effective control of 

vertebrate pests; and 

the delivery of accredited washdown 

training via an agreement with the grain 

harvesting contractor, Harvest Force, to 

educate stakeholders about the correct 

procedure for effective machinery 

washdown for the prevention of weed 

seed spread.  

Harrisia cactus (Harrisia tortuosus) east 
of Goondiwindi É QMDC 


