GOAL 4: To improve the state of
knowledge of biodiversity values

within the wider community.

QMDC has partnerships with various
agencies and groups across the region,
resulting in projects aimed at building
capacity and increasing the state of
knowledge.

Local government projects

QMDC supported the engagement of a
private consultant to develop a Granite
Flora Recovery Plan for 10 endangered,
vulnerable and rare flora species found on
the Stanthorpe plateau. The plan includes
general species information, listed
threats, recovery objectives,
recommended management actions and

The Reserves Audit project
2) also captures valuable information
and adds to the state of knowledge
within the wider community.

State government and
other agency projects

QMDC has developed the Brigalow
Belt Reptile Recovery Plan  with EPA
and the Worldwide Fund for Nature
(WWF Australia) Threatened Species
Network. This Plan addresses the
protection and threat management of
the 16 threatened reptile species and
includes a recently-published
community information kit.

Staff from QMDC have also provided
comment to the EPA and Queensland
Herbarium regarding the Bluegrass

(see Goal

Staff also provide technical input into
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education programme conducted at local

school s, and have
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Resourceful workshop series.

QMDC also worked with researchers

from USQ, UQ, EPA, and Queensland

Department of Primary Industries and

Fisheries (QPIF), resulting in various

projects that assess the biodiversity

resources and assets of the
management area such as:

* 0 F i-spake habitat mapping of
threatened reptiles in the Queensland
Brigalow Belt using new generation
radar remotes sensing and high spatial
resolution imagery;
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Key threats to native
vegetation and biodiversity

The programmes through which
QMDC aims to achieve these goals
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process. The implementation of the Plan QMDC staff additionally act as Grazing Landso: ancd The major bioregions 'ﬁheTg af@ M Buthbes of ehallenge_stmthe [ICUEES
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Consortium.

Carpet of purple Disphyma crassifolium , (a salt
tolerant but grazing intolerant succulent) at Yelarbon
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Gums Reserve in the development of
a conservation park and management
plan in association with the EPA/
QPWS and the former Tara Shire
Council.

Wider community projects

QMDC also works with land managers
by conducting training and
awareness -raising sessions and

management approached to achieve
biodiversity benefits in the Queensland
Murray-Dar | i ng Basi

QMDC has also produced the following

publications :

* 6Bugs to BI
helping landholders to understand the
opportunities for biodiversity to
contribute to their lifestyle and
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Southern Brigalow Belt and the Mulga
Lands*.

More than 30% of the region is remnant
native vegetation with a substantial area
also under regrowth woodlands and grass

ma n u a | "PasEd NRlve Pasiyes.

The Queensland Murray-Darling Basin
contains a wide diversity of plants and
animals in 314 unique ecosystems, 38 of

vegetation and biodiversity in this area.

Habitat loss and fragmentation are leading
to the loss of species genetic diversity,
contraction of species distribution and
exposure of flora an fauna to external
pressures, such as predation and weed
invasion.

The ongoing degradation of remnant
vegetation and the low level of protection

Where landholders work together to
identify natural resource management
(NRM) issues and develop local
solutions. At December 2008, 45 groups
have been involved in sub-catchment
planning and 32 groups have received
funding to implement their sub-
catchment plans.
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field days . business; which are classified farsegi@ﬁ.s.pdcmma@obecoeystéms alsod A programme aimed at engaging
From July 2004 to June 2008, 114 * 6Birds of the Darliing Dowms? asnd OfBiGonscerno. pose a significant threat. landholders in actions to protect intact
events were held where more than on Cotton Farmsd i1 par tneTheselaie 098 /fofa And fauna species, Activities and achievements ecosystems, especially vegetation

1,800 community members gained a
range of knowledge and skills on
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Birds Australia and Cotton Catchment
Communities CRC;

(3,315 plant species, 97 mammals, 340
birds, 156 reptiles, 50 frogs, 18 fish and
120 butterflies), with 30 species classified

This document summarises the range of
achievements and activities conducted by

mapped as remnant.
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QMDC have collaborated in the
development of the Spinifex Vegetation
Biodiversity Survey and Yelarbon
Town Common ODesert
Biodiversity Walk . The extensive flora
and fauna Biodiversity Survey provided
valuable additions to the bank of
community knowledge of the unique
vegetation of the area. The Biodiversity
Walk enables visitors to experience a

A locally innovative event series which
aims to raise awareness of
sefbpdbversity
Farmecology biodiversity inventory
field days. Community members gain
first-had experience of the fauna and
habitats in the local landscape, learn
about their ecological roles and
ecosystem services, and discuss

actions to protect fauna and habitat

i ssues,

Land for Wildlife programme and Sub-
Catchment Planning; and

*i tge Baqﬁl}lsr%'tg l\éonitoring Manual.
It is assumed that activities which increase
community knowledge of biodiversity
valued underpin the attainment all
Vegetation and Biodiversity theme RCTs
and MATS.
(MATS regarding improving the knowledge
of the wider community are 3, 4, 6, 7, 9,

Vegetation communities have provided
the basis of the agricultural productivity of
the region, with more than 90% of grazing
based on native and naturalized pastures.
The timber industry is worth an estimated
$30 million annually.

Border Rivers catchments.

These activities are guided by the targets
contained within the Regional NRM Plan*,
and aim to maintain or improve the
vegetation and biodiversity assets and
address the key threats through
supporting landholders to achieve the
following goals:

Goal 1: To maintain or improve the
conservation status of native species

encourage and assist private landholders
to provide habitat for wildlife on their
property by retaining bushland. This
vegetation can provide important
corridors for wildlife movement and
production benefits by reducing erosion,
providing shade and shelter for stock
and controlling salinity. QMDC
administers the 220 registered properties
in the Maranoa-Balonne, Border Rivers
and areas of the Condamine

variety of vegetation types and birdlife values on farms. 13,15, 18, 19, 21). . s TE T
attracted to the lagoon. Goal 2: To increase the extent of
remnant native vegetation above 2006
levels.
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- * More information on Queensland Bioregions can be accessed online at www.derm.qgld.gov.au/vegetation/bioregions

“For more regarding QMDCos
(MATSs), please refer to the Regional NRM Plan accessed via www.gmdc.org.au
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