GOAL 3 (continued)

There are many other activities undertaken *
by QMDC aimed at increasing the

awareness of communities of the value of

rivers and wetlands.

and Mungindi and attracted over 2,000
participants.
Riverine, Floodplains and Wetlands
theme staff also provide technical
advice and reports to all
landholders involved in Sub-

QMDCd6és Naturally Ille

workshop series.

QMDC has developed and distributed a
number of fact sheets including those
titled:

sourcleful

Key threats to riverine,
floodplain and wetland assets

A considerable amount of development
through land clearing and the introduction
of exotic plants across the QMDC
management area has resulted in changes
to the regionds
conditions.

The main threats to the riparian zones and
wetlands in the Border River and the lower
Balonne regions are the result of
disturbance to the vegetation and
hydrologic regime associated with
agriculture and grazing.

Floodplain wetland ecosystems are at risk
from alterations to flow regimes due to
grazing, harvesting of overland flows,
weeds, earthworks and their use as
irrigation storages. Connectivity needs to
be maintained for aquatic fauna, e.g. road-
crossings can prevent fauna migrating into
wetlands.

Rivers and floodplains in the QMDC
management region are highly developed
for agriculture and are particularly impacted
upon in the Border Rivers and Balonne
catchments, with consequent impacts upon
water quality.

Other threats to the riverine, floodplain and
wetland assets include:

* unstable banks;

* cleared vegetation;

* grazing;

* changed flow regime;

* lack of riparian management knowledge;
st safinitgMD C

* water quality/quantity deterioration;

* limited capacity to change to sustainable
practices;

* high (elevated) nutrient and pesticide
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It is assumed that activities which increase awareness within the community of the social value of rivers and other wetlands underpin the

attainment of all Riverine, Floodplain and Wetlands theme RCTs and MATSs. ( Associated MATs regarding implementation of management plans

and adoption of recommended practices by community members resulting from increased awareness are: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 & 9). ) i
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* suspended sediment loads;

*  cultivation;

* sand and gravel extraction; and
* rising salty groundwater.

Activities and achievements
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achievements and activities conducted by
QMDCd6és Riverine,
Wetlands theme from January 2005 to
December 2008 within the Maranoa-
Balonne and Border Rivers catchments.

These activities are guided by the targets
contained within the Regional NRM Plan*,
and aim to maintain or improve the
riverine, floodplain and other wetlands
assets and address the key threats
through supporting landholders to achieve
the following goals:

Goal 1: The management of water
quality , including nutrient and sediment
loads.

Goal 2: Improving riparian zone function
and in-stream habitat to maintain or
improve aquatic ecosystems.

Goal 3: The increased awareness within
the community of the social value of rivers
and other wetlands.

The results of catchment modeling and
community river health monitoring indicate
t hat QMBGARctivities are
helping to achieve the overall objective of
maintaining or improving river health by
managing landscape processes.
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