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Meaningful Involvement  

Aboriginal community members have 

provided meaningful involvement with 

QMDCôs Aboriginal Program through a 

range of groups and activities. 

During the period from January 2005 and 

June 2008, QMDC held a total of 49 

community forums aimed at increasing 

Aboriginal engagement and cross-cultural 

interaction with 217 community members 

and Traditional Owners participating. 

Topics of discussion included natural and 

cultural resource management and 

community capacity building strategies. 

The Regional Aboriginal Elder Womenôs 

Steering Committee was formed on 

International Rural Womenôs Day 2006. 

This committee is an open and inclusive 

forum and welcomes the involvement of 

other interested Elder women across the 

region.  

Aboriginal Technical Working Groups and 

community members were actively 

involved in the revision of QMDCôs 

Aboriginal Program targets, which are 

included in the Caring for Country Plan. 

As part of the development of The Plan, 

meetings were held with Traditional 

Owners, Elders, Far North Queensland 

NRM (Indigenous Program), Aboriginal 

Rainforest Committee (ARC) Girrigun 

Aboriginal Traditional  Owner Corporation 

and Cairns Indigenous Coordination 

Centre. 

The aim of this process was to learn from 

experiences of the Wet Tropics Aboriginal 

Plan. As a result, knowledge sharing 

agreements were initiated between QMDC 

and the Far North Queensland groups. The 

northern groups were also consultants for 

QMDCôs Caring for Country Plan. 

The Traditional Owner representative 

framework was developed in 2005 and 

became operational in 2006. 

Subsequently, the geographical scope 

of the framework was widened to 

reflect the communityôs desire to 

include all Traditional Owners with an 

interest in the QMDC region as well as 

those who currently reside within the 

region. 

As a result of this earlier process, the 

QMDC Regional Aboriginal Advisory Group 

(RAAG) was established in March 2008, 

consisting of 16 members, one male and 

one female from each of the eight 

Traditional Owner groups associated with 

the region. 

Additionally, the St. George Aboriginal 

Elders Group is a member of QMDC and 

meets on a monthly basis. 

Targets addressed:  

RCT 1: Increase Aboriginal participation in 
NRM 

RCT 2: Improved knowledge and awareness 
of Aboriginal interests in NRM. 

(Associated MATSôs: 1, 2, 5 & 6) 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
assets of the region  

The Queensland Murray-Darling Basin 

(QMDB) is made up of eight Aboriginal 

nations with an association to the region 

including: 

Barunggam; 

Bidjara; 

Bigambul; 

Gunggari 

Kambuwal; 

Kamilaroi/Goomeroi 

Kooma; and 

Mandandanji 

Aboriginal cultural assets abound in the 

region due to extensive Aboriginal 

history of the land. There are increased 

opportunities for Aboriginal cultural 

assets to be recognised and protected 

and for Aboriginal people to reconnect 

with and maintain their spiritual links and 

practices. 

There is subsequently an increased 

potential for sharing this cultural 

knowledge with the wider community. 

Key threats to Aboriginal 
cultural assets  
All the issues and threats identified in the 

Queensland Murray-Darling Committee  

Community Reports for other themes have 

a significant impact on Aboriginal social, 

economic and cultural assets; land 

management and salinity and water 

quality/allocation have the highest 

impacts. 

The Regional Caring  for 
Country Plan  

To support the attainment of the targets 

contained in the Regional NRM Plan, the 

Caring for Country Plan (The Plan) was 

launched in October 2008#.  

The Plan was developed in partnership 

between QMDCôs Aboriginal Program and 

Aboriginal communities from the Maranoa-

Balonne and Border Rivers catchments, and 

highlights the cultural and natural resource 

management aspirations and goals of 

Aboriginal communities in the region.  

Objectives of The Plan include: 

to inform the QMDC NRM Regional 

Plan as a key supporting document and 

guide regional investment decisions; 

to inform government, non-government 

and community about the regionôs 

Aboriginal aspirations and priorities in 

caring for Country; 

to provide a key negotiation tool in 

resourcing discussions and investment 

opportunities to deliver strategies and 

actions through QMDCôs Aboriginal 

Program with a range of potential 

investors; and 

to revise the Aboriginal Interests and 

Cultural Assets targets in the NRM Plan 

and ensure future funding priorities 

reflect current thinking within the 

Aboriginal community.  

The Plan aims to provide Aboriginal 

community members with a recognised and 

respected voice and more meaningful 

involvement in decision-making, planning 

and management of the regionôs natural 

and cultural resources. 

There are clearly identified linkages 

between The Plan and  the Regional NRM 

Plan and itôs targets. The four key strategic 

areas identified for consideration in The 

Plan are: 

caring for Country; 

community and culture; 

meaningful involvement; and 

traditional knowledge. 

Activities and achievements  

This document summarises the range of 

achievements and activities conducted by 

QMDCôs Aboriginal Cultural Heritage theme 

from January 2005 to June 2008 within the 

Aboriginal communities of the Maranoa-

Balonne and Border Rivers catchments. 

These activities are guided by the targets 

contained in the Regional NRM Plan* and 

Caring for Country Plan, and aim to 

maintain or improve cultural and natural 

resource  assets and address the key 

threats. Although activities are grouped 

beneath one of the strategic areas, most 

activities could be aligned with multiple 

strategic areas. 

ôAboriginal people tread softly 

upon the Earth with the 

greatest of respect. Their 

unseen creation of vibrations 

reverberates throughout the 

land, creating a spirit force that 

is captured in, on, around, 

under, over and through the 

landscape.ô 

Carmel Knox, Goomeroi 

Traditional Knowledge  

QMDC supports and encourages the 

capturing of traditional knowledge and its 

incorporation into natural resource 

management in the region through the 

following activities. 

The Mitchell Nalingu Aboriginal 

Corporation were supported to conduct a 

feasibility study in 2006 into the 

commercial production of desert limes. 

The results demonstrated that the 

business would be commercially viable if 

operated on Aboriginal-owned land, 

although as at December 2008, no 

further progress had occurred. 

There have been 11 Oral History projects 

where workshops were held to achieve 

the following: 

documenting of the impacts of 

European farming and management 

practices on natural resources with 

the St George and Toomelah 

Aboriginal community groups; and 

capturing traditional ecological 

knowledge of the Barunggam, 

Bidjara, Bigambul, Gunggari, 

Kambuwal, Kamilaroi/Goomeroi, 

Kooma and Mandandanji Traditional 

Owner Groups as part of the 

Traditional Knowledge Revival 

Pathways (TKRP) project. 

 

 

The TKRP project records traditional 

knowledge in a database with specific case 

studies recorded on CD format. A database 

has been developed at QMDC enabling 

members of the eight Aboriginal groups 

involved to enter their own data. 

QMDC staff have also participated in 

cultural awareness workshops delivered by 

Tom Kirk, an Aboriginal cultural consultant. 

These workshops are an important step to 

enable QMDC staff to follow appropriate 

protocol when working with Aboriginal 

communities. 

Targets addressed:  

RCT 1: Increase Aboriginal participation in NRM 

RCT 2: Improved knowledge and awareness of 
Aboriginal interests in NRM. 

(Associated MATSôs: 2, 3 & 5) 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 

              

              

              

              

              

     QMDC COMMUNITY REPORT 

The launch of the Regional Caring for Country Plan. L -R Peter 
Blundell (QMDC Chair), Kevin Waters (RAAG), Lamond Graham 
(NRM Acting Director), Tim Knox (QMDC Aboriginal Program 
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�³Working together ðhealthy landscapes, 
viable communitiesò 

Basalt stone axe found 
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# The Caring for Country Plan may be accessed via www.qmdc.org.au 

* For more information regarding QMDCôs Resource Condition Tar-

gets (RCTs) and Management Action Targets (MATs), please refer 

to the Regional NRM Plan accessed via www.qmdc.org.au 

http://www.qmdc.org.au

