. As part of the development of The Plan, As a result of this earlier process, the 25 y
Meanmgfu' Involvement meetings were held with Traditional QMDC Regional Aboriginal Advisory Group b v | \
Aboriginal community members have Owners, Elders, Far North Queensland (RAAG) was established in March 2008, ;( . ~=
provided meaningful involvement with NRM (Indigenous Program), Aboriginal consisting of 16 members, one male and . ! AN\ K ‘&
QMDCo6s Aboriginal Pr oRgnfarest Gommitee (ARC) Girrigun one female from each of the eight \ ~Y ﬂ § &
range of groups and activities. Aboriginal Traditional Owner Corporation Traditional Owner groups associated with p by ; j > ‘
During the period from January 2005 and and Cairns Indigenous Coordination the region. ’ b ! t U S fl @
June 2008, QMDC held a total of 49 Centre. Additionally, the St. George Aboriginal ' e : ) it \* e®
community forums aimed at increasing The aim of this process was to learn from Elders Group is a member of QMDC and - |
Aboriginal engagement and cross-cultural experiences of the Wet Tropics Aboriginal meets on a monthly basis. 1 ; S
interaction with 217 community members Plan. As a result, I.<n.o.wledge sharing Targets addressed: A\
and Traditional Owners participating. agreements were initiated between QMDC _ . o g
Topics of discussion included natural and and the Far North Queensland groups. The EEIAL Increase Aboriginal participation in i
cultural resource management and northern groups were also consultants for T 9 loreved knowledae and awarences OMD O REPOR
community capacity building strategies. QMDC6s Caring for Co U?}Abg'ﬂ ingl(?r/]‘tferésr}g in N??M. Ahao N ~
The Regional Abori gi nEeTraifioga Qwnapiepresentatiye (Associated MATSo6s: 1} 2, 5 - - -
Steering Committee was formed on framework was developed in 2005 and
International Rural WS@Hosesationaip 20969 0 6 . . - Key threats to Aboriginal The Plan aims to provide Aboriginal
This committee is an open and inclusive Subsequently, the geographical scope O0Aboriginal peo p . community members with a recognised and
forum and welcomes the involvement of of the framework was widened to upon the Earth with the All the issues and threats identified in the respected voice and more meaningful
other interested Elder women across the reflect the communityds desire to greatest of respect. Their Queensland Murray-Darling Committee involvement in decision-making, planning
region. include all Traditiona Owners with an unseen creation of vibrations Community Reports for other themes have ~ @Nd management of the regi
Aboriginal Technical Working Groups and L:toesrzsvt/;lzt:jrgm:?ﬁ;;gf&ﬁi\rgvftileas reverberates throughout the a significant impact on Aboriginal social, and cultural resources.
community members were actively region. land, creating a spirit force that economic and culturalll gssets; land There are clearly identified linkages
involved in the revision of QMDC&s is captured in, on, around management gnd salinity an.d water between The Plan and the Regional NRM
Aboriginal Program targets, which are o ' quality/allocation have the highest Pl an and ités targets. The
included in the Caring for Country Plan. The launch of the Regional Caring for Country Plan. L -R Peter under, over and through the impacts. areas identified for consideration in The

Blundell (QMDC Chair), Kevin Waters (RAAG), Lamond Graham |l andsca pe. o) Plan are:

(NRM Acting Director), Tim Knox (QMDC Aboriginal Program

The Regional Caring for

5HILRQDO &RRUGLQDWRU DQG 5REHUW /DFH\ 53$3$Net{ire] Knox’ Goomeroi

Country Plan * caring for Country;

To support the attainment of the targets
contained in the Regional NRM Plan, the

* community and culture;
*  meaningful involvement; and

Abaoriginal Cultural Heritage

i * traditional knowledge.
There have been 11 Oral History projects The TKRP project records traditional assets of the region Caring for Country Plan (The Plan) was
TR whege workshops were held to achieve knowledge in a database with specific case launched in October 2008". Activities and achievements
QHDU 'LUUDQEDRQGL « . P ) 9 P The Queensland Murray-Darling Basin The PI developed | . hi ] )

the following: studies recorded on CD format. A da.tabase (QMDB) is made up of eight Aboriginal : et an was deve O,a; (I;n Apar nerAS bIp . .ThIS. dc;cument summgr!s_es the ret;:ge of

Traditional Knowledge +  documenting of the impacts of has been develop_ed at QMQC enabling nations with an association to the region e : W een Q 0s or i g hchiev merﬁts‘andgactlwt@ c_eml ted by
9 . p members of the eight Aboriginal groups including: Aboriginal communities from the Maranoa- QMDCb6s Aboriginal Cul tur al
QMDC supports and encourages the European farming and management involved to enter their own data. « B ' ] Balonne and Border Rivers catchments, and  from January 2005 to June 2008 within the
capturing of traditional knowledge and its practices on natural resources with QMDC staff have also participated in arunggam, highlights the cultural and natural resource  Aboriginal communities of the Maranoa-
incorporation into natural resource the St George and Toomelah itural kshops deli db *  Bidjara; management aspirations and goals of Balonne and Border Rivers catchments.
t in the region through the Aboriginal community groups; and cultural awareness workshops delivered by *  Bigambul; Aboriginal communities in the region
;nlalmagemerl i Tom Kirk, an Aboriginal cultural consultant. 9 ’ 9 glon. These activities are guided by the targets
ollowing activiues. *  capturing traditional ecological These workshops are an important step to *  Gunggari Objectives of The Plan include: contained in the Regional NRM Plan* and
The Mitchell Nalingu Aboriginal knowledge of the Barunggam, enable QMDC staff to follow appropriate *  Kambuwal; *  to inform the QMDC NRM Regional Caring for Country Plan, and aim to
Corporation were supported to conduct a Bidjara, Bigambul, Gunggari, protocol when working with Aboriginal %  Kamilaroi/Goomeroi Plan as a key supporting document and ~ Maintain or improve cultural and natural
feaSIblllty StUdy in 2006 into the Kambuwal, Kamilaroi/Goomeroi, communities. * Kooma: and guide regiona| investment decisions; resource assets and address the key
commercial production of desert limes. Kooma and Mandandanii Traditional T # toinform qovernment. non-aovernment  threats. Although activities are grouped
Th Its d trated that th Owner Groups as part of the Targets addressed: * Mandandanji X ’ v beneath one of the strategjc areas, most
e'reSU . ? e' i Traditional Knowledge Revival RCT 1: Increase Aboriginal participation in NRM igi i and community about ?ﬁaé ! é)%n 8 ﬁl%ggc i
business would be commercially viable if raditional Knowle ge_ evival : ginal p p Ab(?rlglnal cultural as-sets ab(.)u.nd in the Aboriginal aspirations and priorities in act|V|t|§s could be aligned with multiple
operated on Aboriginal-owned land, Pathways (TKRP) project. RCT 2: Improved knowledge and awareness of region due to extensive Aboriginal caring for Country; strategic areas.
although as at December 2008, no Aboriginal interests in NRM. history of the land. There are increased . . .
) . . * to provide a key negotiation tool in
further progress had occurred. (Associated MATS6s: 2, |3 & 5) opportunites for Aboriginal cultural . : .
resourcing discussions and investment

assets to be recognised and protected It ) )
- opportunities to deliver strategies and
and for Aboriginal people to reconnect

. o L . actions through QMDC(
. ) with and maintain their spiritual links and . .
For further information please contact: Program with a range of potential

ractices.
Toowoomba 07 4637 6200 P investors; and QUEENSLAND
QUEENSLAND ST Queensland Goondiwindi 07 4671 7900 There is subseqL{entIy.an increased + 1o revise the Aboriginal Interests and MURRAY-
MURRAY- Australian Government Government Roma 07 4620 4600 potential for sharing this cultural Cultural Assets targets in the NRM Plan D ARLING _
knowledge with the wider community. . A ~“AY
DARI-I NG Produced by QMDC. For further information, contact QMDC on 07 4637 6270 or visit www.gmdc.org.au. 9 y and ensure future funding priorities COMMITTEE "'_E
COMMITTEE While every care is taken to ensure the accuracy of this information, QMDC accepts no liability for any external decisions reflect current thinking within the .
or actions taken on the basis of this document. E Copyri ght Qu-Da&lingsdoramittte Mur r ay *#The Caring for Country Plan may be accessed via www.qmdc.org.au iinal i Working together & healthy landscapes,
. . ) ) riginal community. o iabl it >
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