QLD REGIONAL DATAHUB PROJECT SUMMARY

The Regional NRM Datahub project will investigate the further development of regional collaborative networks to implement new functions and structures to improve knowledge and information exchange. The intention is to focus on specific themes relevant to NRM and to trial the role of a data librarian/knowledge broker in identified regions to trial a new approach and document a process that works for stakeholders. 

The project is being undertaken over two pilot areas; South West and North regions of Queensland. Project facilitation requires engaging participation from NRM Groups and other key stakeholders in the two pilot areas. The project will engage with other NRM regions through a statewide workshop to draw together the learnings from the two pilot areas and to develop recommendations for the future. The project is sponsored by the Regional Groups Collective (RGC) with state wide coordination (statewide coordinator) provided by the Catchment Programs Unit of QLD Dept Environment & Resource Management (DERM formerly NRW).  The project has a statewide project team (comprising of RGC, DERM, Terrain NRM and QMDc members); a southern and northern regional advisory group; and will develop a statewide steering committee with broader representation.

The Queensland Murray Darling Committee (QMDC) is facilitating the pilot in the south west, covering the NRM regions of Condamine Alliance, QMDC and South West NRM. Terrain NRM (FNQ) is facilitating the pilot in the north which includes the Torres Strait, Cape York, Northern Gulf Resource Management Group, Southern Gulf Catchments, North Qld Dry Tropics NRM Regions.

This project is not a data collection exercise or a technology solution for data storage and dissemination. The desired outcome is to assist further development in the function of NRM knowledge brokering across the regions and identify the best mechanisms to do so.

Please contact:

· Kirstin Kenyon (State Project Coordinator) ph 32247734 kirstin.kenyon@derm.qld.gov.au;
· Roxanne Blackley (SW Qld Coordinator) ph 4637 6336

· Reuben Sinclair (North Qld Coordinator) ph 0407 403 296

