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Farmecology Land for Wildlife

Over the past year, QMDC’s vegetation and biodiversity activities have been focussed on assisting 
stakeholders within the region to actively manage areas of remnant and regrowth vegetation in order to:
•	 achieve reduced land degradation;
•	 enhance the biodiversity values in the area;
•	 ensure that bioregions are capable of viable and sustained economic production and use;
•	 protect cultural values; and
•	 ensure that ecological processes can continue to function effectively.

Most importantly, QMDC has been striving to achieve a sense of shared responsibility for the 
protection and management of woody vegetation cover across the Australian community.

Three Farmecology events were held during 
late 2007. This exciting and innovative 
capacity building program raises awareness 
of biodiversity issues amongst sub-catchment 
planning groups and the broader community. 
Approximately 100 land managers, their 
families and interested community members 
gained a unique biodiversity experience. 
Feedback from those attending the field days 
has been very positive, indicating a welcome 
change in attitudes to biodiversity amongst 
attendees.  The program provides first-hand 
experience of the fauna and habitats in their 
local landscape, and includes:
•	 an inventory of fauna and habitat condition 	
	 on local properties and public lands; and
•	 a hands-on field day where community 	
	 members can see local fauna at close 	
	 range, learn about their ecological roles 	
	 and ecosystem services, and discuss actions 	
	 to protect fauna and habitat values on farms.

Pictured left: One of the hands-on sessions at 
QMDC’s Farmecology field days.  These events 
involve the whole family in identifying native 
species on farms and understanding conservation 
and management practices.

Pictured below: Golden tailed gecko. Photo 
courtesy of Craig Eddie, from Boobook Consulting.

QMDC is the hub for Land for Wildlife 
(LFW) activities in the Maranoa-Balonne, 
Border Rivers, and parts of the Condamine 
catchments. In the 2007-08 year, 11 new 
properties were voluntarily registered with 
Land for Wildlife, covering 3,665 hectares, 
including three (former) Stanthorpe Shire 
Council reserves.

Late in 2007, QMDC commenced its Land 
for Wildlife Plus program. This incentive 
was developed in the 2006-07 year, and 
identified areas of High Nature Conservation 
Value (HNCV) in relation to current LFW 
property locations. This past year, property 
owners were targeted for financial incentives 
to enhance the management of priority 
ecological communities and species habitats. 

Property surveys and final reports were 
completed, and five landholders were 
funded to protect 659 hectares of HNCV 
for biodiversity outcomes. QMDC hopes to 
source resources to undertake additional 
rounds of this initiative.

Vegetation management 
and biodiversity conservation

Peter Blundell 	     	 Chair			   Ph: 07 4685 6166    E: pbwobur@halenet.com.au
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QMDC Executive

QMDC has a committee, 

made up of landholders, 

local government, industry 

and environmental 

representatives from 

across the catchments of 

the Queensland Murray-

Darling Basin. It is directed 

by an Executive (Board) 

elected from the Committee 

members.

Peter has been involved with natural resource management, in one form or another, 
all his life. However, his official involvement began in 1998. Peter was recently voted 
as Deputy Mayor for the new Southern Downs Regional Council, and is the vice-chair 
of the Granite Borders Landcare Committee. Peter and his family manage a mixed 
grazing, sheep and cattle, and orcharding property 40 kilometres west of Stanthorpe, 
which has been owned by the Blundell’s since 1932.

Denis Sommerfeld	 Vice Chair /Treasurer	 Ph: 07 4665 3352    E: dunairdsg@bigpond.com 

Denis is the current Chair of the Maranoa-Balonne Catchment Management 
Association and was a Councillor on Tara Shire Council between 1998 and 2008. Denis 
has held presidential positions with the Tara Golf Club, Tara Show Society and Tara 
Landcare, and is currently Chairman of the Tara and District Landcare Group. Denis and 
his wife own and operate a rural production business, ‘Dunaird’ near Tara, specialising in 
breeding stud Santa Gertrudis cattle and cereal grains.

Jeff Campbell		  Vice Chair		  Ph: 07 4623 2637    E: currawarra@bigpond.com

Jeff and his wife Jacky produce beef on their family property ‘Currawarra’, fifty 
kilometres north of Mitchell. Jeff ’s work in natural resource management and 
sustainable management practices has been long-running, both on the family property 
and within the Mitchell community, encompassing Environmental Management Systems, 
holistic management practices and community training. Jeff has also been a long-term 
member of the Mitchell and District Landcare Association, of which he is currently 
President..

Geoff Penton		  Secretary (and CEO)	 Ph: 07 4637 6270    E: geoffp@qmdc.org.au 

Geoff grew up living and working on the family farm, before completing a Bachelor of 
Applied Science (Agricultural Systems) at university. Geoff began his career in Landcare 
and regional natural resource management as one of the Queensland Department of 
Primary Industries and Fisheries first four Landcare Facilitators. This developed into a 
regional NRM role, resulting in an eventual move to QMDC. Geoff has been involved 
with QMDC since its inception, moving into the CEO role in 2008, and has also played 
a key role with the Queensland Landcare Foundation, of which he is currently the Chair.
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QMDC has been working closely with DPI&F 
to develop Grazing Land Management (GLM) 
packages for the Maranoa-Balonne and Border 
Rivers catchments. 

The GLM package in the Maranoa-Balonne 
has now been delivered to landholders 
through a series of three-day workshops 
with sub-catchment groups in the region. 
These workshops have enabled land mangers 
to develop an understanding of the grazing 
ecosystem and the importance of the 
preservation of ground cover as a critical 
component of pasture rejuvenation, especially 
considering the heightened risks incurred 
through the effects of the prolonged drought.

Grazing land management			 
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Best management practices

Soil characterisation

QMDC is working well with 
the grains, livestock and cotton 
industries, which are all in the 
process of re-designing their 
approaches to industry Best 
Management Practices (BMPs). 
QMDC’s involvement in this 
process has been at two levels:

•	 by providing technical 		
	 information relating to 		
	 QMDC’s management action 	
	 targets for soil condition, 		
	 water quality improvement, 	
	 vegetation management and 	
	 erosion control; and
•	 coordinating with 		
	 industry groups in terms 		
	 of the delivery process 		
	 to land managers. 
	
Linkages are being developed 	
so implementation of the 		
BMP can be part of 		
sub-catchment 			 
planning and Environmental 		
Management Systems 		
(EMS) processes.

QMDC has been working with NRW and DPI&F to 
identify gaps in current land and soil information and 
provide funding for sampling, analysis and extension 
of results back to landholders in the project area. This 
project has aimed to:
•	 enhance the characterisation of soils associated 	
	 with key regional landscapes;
•	 establish a network of soil reference sites that 	
	 represent key regional landscapes; and
•	 use the characterisation sites as a focus for 		
	 extension activities for natural resource 		
	 managers that will inform land 			 
	 management options. 

The Border Rivers GLM package has also been finalised, with local land type information being 
incorporated into the process. The delivery of this package has been introduced to landholder groups 
through GLM ‘taster’ field days, with the hope that full courses will be delivered this coming year.

Pictured above: local farmers attending the GLM taster day near Goondiwindi.

Whilst the project is not yet complete, the 
outcomes will enhance understanding of landscape 
processes and form part of the regional network for 
monitoring landscape salinity and land condition. 

Pictured left: A soil pit that was dug out during a                
field day near Mitchell.

Gary Harch 	      	 Ph: 07 4639 1858		 E: Gary_Harch@bigpond.com.au 

		  			 

QMDC Executive

Gary Harch has been an Anglican Minister for over twenty years and, in 2006, moved to Toowoomba with his wife 
Marie-Claire after living in Roma for nine years. Gary’s interests have included scientific research in the Simpson 
Desert, and, since his involvement with the Maranoa-Balonne Catchment Management Association, a strong interest in 
water. Gary has been involved with the Conservation Reference Panel for Condamine-Balonne as well as the Lower 
Balonne Ministerial Advisory Committee. He spent eight years on the Maranoa-Balonne Catchment Management 
Association and now represents the Toowoomba Regional Environmental Council

Patsy Cameron	     	 Ph: 07 4665 0141		 E: DonPatCam@bigpond.com.au   

Liz Wood	      	 Ph: 07 4677 5151		 E: wooduck45@bigpond.com 		  		

Born and bred in the Maranoa, Patsy has had a life-long involvement with local Landcare and natural resource 
initiatives. As a Warroo Shire Councillor, Pasty held the natural resource portfolio for five years, and was a 
member of the Warroo-Balonne Landcare Group and local sub-catchment groups. Patsy and her husband 
Donald, with their two daughters, now own a property near Moonie

Liz first became involved with natural resource management during her seven-year term as a Waggamba Shire 
Councillor. This involvement has culminated in her current position as Chair of the Border Rivers Catchment 
Management Association. Liz and her husband John also have a mixed farming enterprise on the floodplain 
west of Goondiwindi. 

Bruce McCollum	 Ph: 07 4671 3237		 E: mccollum@bigpond.net.au  		  		

Between 1998 and 2007, Bruce was the Executive Officer of Border Rivers Food and Fibre, involving close 
contact with landholders in eleven local water users’ and industry associations. He is Vice Chair and Secretary/
Treasurer of the Border Rivers Catchment Management Association, and has recently been appointed to a 
four-year term on the Community Advisory Committee to the Murray-Darling Basin Ministerial Council. Bruce 
is a former chair of Goondiwindi SILO Inc, which trades as and operates Goondiwindi Training and Technology, 
and was an elected member of Goondiwindi Town Council from 1993 to 1996. 

Trevor Martin  	     	 07 4675 4113	 E: tlmart@bigpond.com   

Trevor and his wife Lois operate their family-owned cattle breeding property east of Goondiwindi in the 
Waggamba Shire. Trevor was elected as Chair of the Waggamba Landcare group in 2002, and to the position 
of Landcare representative on the QMDC Executive in early 2003. Trevor also represents the Border Rivers 
Catchment Management Association on the weeds and pest animal steering committee, and has in the past 
filled executive positions with the Rural Fire Brigade, local progress association, football club, and sporting 
association. 
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healthy landscapes
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“Working towards the equitable, efficient and sustainable use 
of the water, land and other environmental resources of the 

Queensland Murray-Darling Basin.”



QMDC is funded by:

Contact details

PO Box 6243
Toowoomba West QLD 4350

P: (07) 4637 6201

PO Box 1078
Roma QLD 4455

P: (07) 4622 8446

Locked Bag 3
Goondiwindi QLD 4390

P: (07) 4671 7900

info@qmdc.org.au
www.qmdc.org.au

Disclaimer
The QMDC Annual Report 2007/08 has been prepared with all due care and diligence, using the best available information at 

the time of publication. QMDC holds no responsibility for any errors or omissions within the document. Any decisions made 
by other parties based on this report are the responsibility of those parties.

© Printed by the Queensland Murray-Darling Committee, September 2008. Compiled and edited by QMDC staff and 
committee members.

Printed on Monza Satin Recycled Art.  55% Recycled, 45% FSC ( Forest Stewardship Council – an international 
organization promoting responsible forest management ). ISO 14001 Environmental Accreditation.                              
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