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Aquatic Conservation Assessment 

Healthy Water Management Plans are being developed for all catchments in the Queensland 
Murray-Darling Basin with support from the Queensland Department of Environment and Resource 
Management (DERM). These plans document the values associated with water and wetlands, 
establish management objectives to protect these values and quantify measures to ensure these 
objectives are met. Values to be protected may include environmental, cultural, domestic and 
agricultural values.Contact QMDC for more information on these plans. 

For further information, contact QMDC on (07) 4637 6200 or visit www.qmdc.org.au. While every care is taken to ensure the accuracy 
of this information, QMDC accepts no liability for any external decisions or actions taken on the basis of information contained in this 
document. © Copyright Queensland Murray-Darling Committee Inc.    
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How this helps the Queensland Murray -Darling Basin  

Healthy Waters Management Plans  

Managing rivers and other wetlands involves the 
consideration of social, economic and 
environmental interests. The ACA provides data 
for environmental consideration at a variety of 
scales. Conservation values for individual wetlands 
can be used to prioritise works aimed at protecting 
high conservation values. Alternately, data can be 
accessed from the ACA for wetlands with low 
conservation values to determine which criteria 
rated lowly to determine works that could be 
undertaken to improve the conservation value of 
the wetland. 

In the development of ñHealthy Waters 
Management Plansò for catchments in the Basin, 
the ACA will be referred to for identification of 
environmental values associated with water and 
wetlands. 
 
For more information on the AquaBAMM or the 
ACA refer to the Wetlandinfo site at: 

http://www.epa.qld.gov.au/wetlandinfo/site/
SupportTools/AssessmentMethods/AquaBAMM/
murray_darling.html 

For further information please contact:  

Paul Webb  
Phone: 07 4634 6235 
Mobile: 0429 644 421 
Email: paulw@qmdc.org.au  

Detailed mapping and conservation value information is now available for 
wetlands in the Queensland Murray -Darling Basin.  

Land managers, researchers and community groups 
now have a new tool to help them easily identify the 
environmental values of wetlands in the Queensland 
Murray-Darling Basin. The environmental values of 
wetlands across the region have been qualified in the 
recently completed Aquatic Conservation 
Assessment (ACA) for the Basin. For this, ACA used 
available data, information and knowledge to 
determine relative conservation values of riverine 
and non-riverine wetlands in the Basin. 
 
Across the Basin, this information can be used by 
landholders, researchers and others to help prioritise 
works to protect areas of high value or plan activities 
to improve the values of other areas. 
 
Conservation values were based on the estimated 
value of each stream reach or off-stream wetland 
across these criteria: 

naturalness ï aquatic 
naturalness ï catchment 
diversity and richness of species and habitat 
threatened species and ecosystems 
priority species and ecosystems 
special features 
connectivity. 

These criteria were combined using the Aquatic 
biodiversity assessment and mapping method 
(AquaBAMM) which has been used extensively in 
other Queensland catchments. 
 
Resulting conservation values for each mapped river 
reach and off-stream wetland in the Basin are 
available as spatial data from the Wetlandinfo 
website. The ACA report is also available from the 
Wetlandinfo site. 
  
The values assigned for each wetland for each 
criterion is also available spatially and the associated 
information is included in the ACA report. 
 
The ACA is now available as a tool to help in the 
protection and management of wetlands and aquatic 
ecosystems for current and future generations. 
 
The centre page spread of this document shows a 
map of conservation values for riverine and non-
riverine wetlands for selected parts of the Basin. 

Understanding the conservation values of streams and 
other wetlands in the Queensland Murray -Darling Basin  




