
Fire use in grazing landscapes 
 
In Southern Queensland woodlands, fire can be a 
key driver of changes to land condition, carbon 
balance, biodiversity, and the total feed base for 
livestock production. In a region subject to highly 
variable climatic conditions, the absence, frequency 
and timing of fire requires a strategic approach as it 
can influence the long term livestock carrying 
capacity of grazing lands. 

Grazing management plays a critical role in 
manipulating fire fuel loads to achieve specific 
outcomes through managing fire behaviour and 
reducing the risk of wildfire. This case study provides 
general guidelines for achieving those outcomes. 

 

Be strategic: 

Fire planning decisions will vary each season, 
however, deciding to burn or not to burn, still requires 
considerable forward planning to achieve land 
management goals. To simply say ñI donôt use fireò, 
doesnôt mean you wonôt experience a fire on your 
property, itôs just more likely to be unexpected, 
unwanted and untimely.   

A fire plan does not stop at your front gate. It must 
include neighbours for fire exclusion or burning 
adjacent areas across property boundaries and 
collaborative communication across the fence.  

Fire planning happens at two levels: on individual 
properties and at a district level.  

Individuals need to collaborate with neighbours and 
relevant stakeholders such 
as local fire wardens to 
draw up district fire 
management plans. 

www.qmdc.org.au also www.facebook.com/qmdc.nrm and www.twitter.com/qmdc 
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